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The beginning of the last century is one of the important and difficult periods in 
the history of Russian literature and literary criticism. Currently, it is necessary to 
appreciate and rethink creative activities of writers and literary critics of the 20s and 
30th century from the positions of today. 
The least studied by Russian literature was the literary-critical activity of 
V.Polonsky (1886-1932). His works are interesting not only historically, but today 
they are more than ever is the island and topical, because they give an answer to 
many problems exciting us. 
Appeal to the work of V.P.Polonsky is explained by the fact that he actively 
participated in the literary movement of the 20s, responding to the most important 
literary events, participating in literary discussions of that time, thereby influenced 
the development of Russian literature of the twentieth century. 
Back in the 1920s, V.P.Polonsky presented unfair accusations for the protection 
of the theory of "single stream" of peasant literature. Contemporaries denied not the 
level of its critical analysis, but those ideological and moral and literary-critical 
positions that V.P.Polonsky occupied, participating in literary discussions of that 
time. Unfortunately, labels, unfairly hung on V.P.Polonsky, still under his lifetime, 
were pursued by him for a long time. For many decades, the name V.P.Polonsky was 
in oblivion, and now there was a new time in the study of the creative activity of 
V.P.Polonsky. 
The activities of V.Polonsky in the literary movement of the 20s, the definition 
of ideological positions in relation to public phenomena of that time, literary portraits 
of Russian writers created by critics require a deeper study. A large number of critic 
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articles are not yet known and not subjected to consideration at all, although many of 
them deserve close attention and matter for our time. 
The study of ideological and aesthetic positions V.P.Polonsky, its critical 
heritage is important for the wider and complete presentation of the literary process 
of the 20s, ways to resolve the controversial theoretical and historical and literary 
issues of the time. 
In his literary-critical activities, V.P.Polonsky fought for realistic art and 
literature, based on the traditions of the great Russian critics V.G.Belinsky, 
N.G.Chernyshevsky, N.A.Dobrojubova. 
The activity of V.P.Polonsky was a variety of and fruitful, both at an early stage 
and in the 1920s. The first articles of criticism are associated with the literary struggle 
against the reaction for realistic literature, for the inheritance of the classics of 
Russian literature. In one row with critics M.S.Tolminsky, A.V.Lunacharsky, 
V.Vorovsky, A.K.Voronsky V.P.Polonsky is angrily branded writers who retreated 
from realistic traditions. In the first articles, he put forward demand - Truthful image 
of reality. 
After 1917, the literary-critical activity of V.P.Polonsky became fruitful. From 
the first days, the critic has become an active participant in the construction of a new 
culture and literature. It was the time of acute ideological struggle, discussions. 
One of the main tasks of the literary criticism was the help of all the 
detachments of writers: young, novice from the proletariat and the peasantry in the 
acquisition of the necessary knowledge, writing skills; Writers from the intelligentsia 
environment, called in the 1920s by "fellow travelers", in bringing them to fruitful 
participation in the modern literary process. 
In front of the literary critics of the 20s stood a complex set of problems. The 
most difficult question among them was the attitude to the writers of various socio-
class orientation. It is known that all writers of the 20s were shared on the fellow 
travelers of the peasant and proletarian. Gradually, these concepts have lost their 
importance, and a new, uniting the concept of "Soviet writer" appeared on replacing. 
Since in the 20s, the specified division of writers took place in literary studies, we 
will conditionally take this differentiation of writers. 
V.P.Polonsky did not understand the meanings of any of these detounces of 
writers. The critic appeared to support the proletarian writers in every way, but at the 
same time he took a great place and fellow travelers, and the peasant writers, calling 
for the unification of all writers: "... one of the most important tasks, - wrote 
V.Polonsky, - to which the main forces of the writers should be sent is criticism. This 
is the most important task ... - Association of all the growing forces of proletarian, 
peasant and travel literature, association and tightening huge reserves from 
Rabkorovsky and Selkorovsky Movement ... "[1]. 
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It should be noted that in literary circles more than once there were discussions 
about the role and value of travelers for literature. Various literary groups treated 
them in different ways. It is known that Rappovtsi literary work of travelers declared 
harmful acting against the new literature. V.P.Polonsky acted in defense of the fellow 
travelers, sharply criticizing the judgments of Rappovts. He emphasized the 
importance of travelers and determined their meaning for literature. V.P.Polonsky 
considered travelers in literary skills stronger than the proletarian writers, assigned 
them a big role as "Specs". 
On the discussions in the WSSP (All-Russian Union of Soviet Writers) In 
September 1931, he spoke about the value of this squad of writers, about the 
inexhaustibleness of their capabilities: "He is very rich in talents. It represents a 
significant condenser of culture, technology, decrease. The accuracy of a certain 
extent went to us as part of a cultural inheritance from the old order, and it would be 
unwise to use this inheritance. I am deeply convinced that this, of course, will not be 
"[2]. 
In relation to the fellow travelers, V.P.Polonsky occupied a firm position. Unlike 
Rappovts, who considered them bourgeois writers, and therefore harmful to the 
proletariat, V.P.Tolonsky passionately protects travelers. In them, the critic saw 
qualified specialists, masters of literature, who needed to learn the skill of proletarian 
and peasant writers. 
Thus, V.P.Polonsky did not diminish the meanings of any of these 
detouncements of writers, urging in every way to support and help the proletarian 
writers, not to repel, but to attract travelers and peasant writers. 
He was subjected to fierce attacks from Rappov. Now the story itself confirmed 
the correctness of the position of V.P.Polyonsky and in relation to the peasant writers, 
and therefore it came time and is aware of the need to remove the label "defender of 
Kulatsky writers" from the critic. 
His editorial, literary and critical activities and active participation in the literary 
movement of the 20s confirm that V.P.Polonsky fought for the combination of 
writers and the creation of a single literary front long before the first All-Union 
Congress of Soviet Writers. 
This point of view V.P.Polonsky not only stated, but also was constantly guided 
by it in its activities. He faithfully elevenized with the approval of Rappovites, as if 
proletarian literature had reached such a height that hegemony should be enshrined in 
modern literary movement. V.P.Polonsky was equally related to the proletarian 
writers and to the peasant, and to fellow trains, considering their equal creators of the 
new literature. Therefore, unfair were reproaches to V.P.Polonsky in ignoring them 
proletarian writers. 
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In the magazines "New World" [5] and "Printing and Revolution" [4], editable 
by V.P.Polonsky, writers, poets and critics of all detachments and groups were 
published: M.Gorky, V.Makovsky, D.Furmenov, and Fadeev, S.Senin, N.Aseev, 
B.Pasternak, N.Klevlev, P.Oshin, S. Klychkov, A.Tolstoy, I. Babel, B.pilnyak, etc. 
Significant interest in criticism of B.P.Polonsky represent literary portraits of 
modern writers and poets. Critic, based on the principle of historicism, was able to 
correctly appreciate the importance and determine the place of each writer in the 
history of Russian literature. It is one of the first to appreciate the work of B. Zaitsva, 
N.Teffi, L.Yandeva, I.Serevierin, A.Tolstoy, V.Veresaeva, A.Serafimovich, 
E.Zamyatina, S.Klychkov. 
Nowadays, the appeal to the literary portraits of contemporaries V.Polonsky is 
relevant to the literary portrait of contemporaries, as they become a discussion 
creativity M. Gorky, V. Markovsky, A.Fadeeva, D. Furmanov. 
The most valuable literary portraits of I.Babel, A.Vesiel, B.Pilnyak, newly 
returned to the literature. In the articles of V.Polonsky, not all, of course, is 
undoubtedly. Some provisions caused a discussion in the literary environment of the 
1930s, and the literary portraits belong to a certain historical era, but still work 
V.P.Polonsky is a serious study, so they can be relying in the development of the 
concept of literature of the 1920s and in the assessment Separate writers. 
Thus, we conclude that the main direction of literary-critical activities 
V.P.Polonsky was correct, and many articles of criticism of the 20s of the twentieth 
century retain their value for our time. He was a talented, creative critic, which made 
a significant contribution to the literary process of the 20s and predetermined the 
further development of Russian literature in such a difficult time. 
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